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An Environmental Health Rapid Needs Assessment (EHRnA) is conducted to determine
immediate resource needs of an affected area.  The EHRnA is designed to provide a snapshot
of the potential need for resources, so that decisions can be quickly made about how much
and what resources should be activated. An EHRnA is undertaken, by a small team whose
objective is, to provide information that will determine critical resource requirements to sup-
port emergency response activities.

Environmental Health Rapid Needs Assessment tools are the basic operational data gath-
ering instruments used by the EHRnA team to collect information in an uncomplicated but
precise manner.  The structure and design of the assessment forms must reflect this.

The EHRnA tools are used within an operational plan. This plan must include:

• Linkages and relationships with the national health sector disaster management plan
and the national disaster response agency.

• Primary and secondary target assessment areas

• Assessment of priorities

• Fastest method available for undertaking the assessment (e.g. air, ground)

• Identification of assessors

• Team roster

• Reporting timeframes

• Communications procedures

• Safety and security procedures

• Emergency action procedures

• Dispute resolution procedures
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