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how a technique called “blood methylation profiling” holds the potential for early breast cancer 

detection and risk prediction. 

Children are uniquely vulnerable to harmful substances in their environment, and the NIEHS 

plays a critical role in uncovering the connections between environmental exposures and 

children's health. Today's pediatric health challenges include chronic conditions such as obesity 

and asthma and neurodevelopmental disorders including learning disabilities and autism. For all 

of these health challenges, the environment plays a role in the cause of the disease, the ability to 

prevent the disease, or the effectiveness of efforts to mitigate the disease consequences.  Recent 

NIEHS funded studies have shown that exposure to traffic-related air pollution (nitrogen dioxide, 

PM2.5, and PM10)
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