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opportunity to apply myself towards goals and projects that truly 
mean something both to me personally and the world at large. 

I’m originally from Michigan, where I received two bachelor’s 
degrees from Michigan State University in journalism and politi-
cal science before moving to Denver in 2008 to attend graduate 
school. I ultimately received my master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Denver in media, � lm, and journalism studies (by writing a 
300-page thesis on Batman). 

My � rst few jobs out of school were mainly focused on web 
marketing strategies, � rst at an e-commerce � rm in Detroit, then at 
a web marketing solutions � rm here in Denver. But it was arriving 
at NEHA that showed me that the private sector was not for me, 
and that I’d much rather spend my days working with people and 
organizations that make a real difference in the world. That is what 
I have found since becoming a part of NEHA. 

Before coming to NEHA, I can honestly say the phrase “envi-
ronmental health” was not part of my vocabulary. But now, after a 
year working for NEHA, I take pride in understanding the reach 
and impacts of environmental health and knowing that I provide a 
small piece in helping environmental health professionals take on 
the challenges of keeping our food safe, our water clean, and our 
planet secure for the future. 

NHSPI™: Hatching a Plan for 
Environmental Health
With the help of NEHA Region 7 Vice President Tim Hatch, the 
environmental health community is actively engaging in further 
development of the National Health Security Preparedness Index™
(NHSPI™) (www.nhspi.org). The 2014 NHSPI 




