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Before the Earthquake

During the Earthquake

Always keep your septic system well maintained; a well-maintained septic system is 
better able to withstand the stresses of an earthquake. If you live in an area where 
earthquakes are common, take these steps to protect your septic system.

- Know and document all components of your septic system. Take photos of the 
connections and system components. These photos will be helpful if components 
are destroyed and you need to replace them or file insurance claims. Make sure your 
photos and/or documents include:
 Septic tank location
 Septic system records or drawings
 Electrical components

- Mark system components with a marker such as a rock, stake, or pin flag.

- Turn off your pump at the circuit box if you have a pressure distribution system 
or mound system (turn the pump back on before using the system again).

- Follow emergency and evacuation advice for your area. 

- Eliminate all non-essential water use and flush toilets as little as possible if 
evacuation is not needed.

- Try to find other toilets if your septic system is damaged. If there are no 
functioning toilets available see the guidance on temporary toilets below.
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OTHER SYSTEMS
If you have an advanced treatment unit or any other type of onsite wastewater treatment 

system not addressed above, contact a septic system service professional or your local 
health department.

      Professional System Inspection 

Consult with a septic system service professional to determine if an inspection 
is needed before using the septic system again. An inspection by a septic system 
service professional may include:

 Open all parts of the system (sewage 
tanks, drop boxes, anywhere there is 
access to system components) and 
assess whether sediment or vegetative 
debris has entered the system. All 
sewage tanks should be pumped and 
cleaned out.

 Make sure that inspection ports are 
free of blockage and damage. Replace 
and secure septic tank manhole covers 
as needed.

 If your property was damaged, a 
month after the system is restarted, 
schedule a follow-up visit to check for 
proper operation.

 Check for damage to above and below 
ground septic system components. 

 Check for damage to piping where 
pipes enter the home. 

 Check the drain field and the area 
over the septic tank for depressions 
and damage from fallen debris. Repair 
with sod or seeding to provide good 
plant cover.

 Make sure wastewater moves between 
the parts of the system as intended. 
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